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Dr. Jianping Wang has resigned her Assistant Psofgsosition effective 31 July to take a positiothe
City University of Hong Kong. She is on leave fr@te Miss during the Spring 2007 semester but will
return to the USA for approximately two monthshie summer to complete work on her NSF grant.

In 2006-7, we conducted a search to fill the AssisProfessor position vacated by Dr. Wang. PaihRa
PhD candidate at Purdue University, has agreeddepd our offer to join the faculty. Ruth's spézation
is in high performance computing and networkinghvei current focus on machine and network
virtualization. The search committee was co-cliblg Dawn Wilkins and Philip Rhodes and includes
Stephen Rice, Yixin Chen, Charles Jenkins, Tobimgikais, and Brenteria Travis.

We hired Dr. Rainey Little to teach CSci 361 (Imlwation to Computer Networks) and a 500-level sgeci
topics course on data compression during the SRMF semester. Dr. Little was chair of the Daparit
in the 1980-85 period and is Professor EmerituSarhputer Science at Mississippi State University.

For Spring 2007, we also hired Ms. Kristi David¢Mt graduate) to teach one section each of CSci 111
(Computer Science 1) and CSci 191 (Office Applicat), Mr. Jie Tang (MS graduate and IT staff member
to teach an undergraduate special topics course @98) on internet programming, and Ms. Carla Rego
(IT staff member) to teach an experimental Alicedzhsection of CSci 103 (Survey of Computing).

Dr. Pamela Lawhead served as an ABET/CAC evalwgain this year. She was on a team that visited an
institution on the East Coast in October.

Lawhead is also co-Pi on a hew National Sciencanfation (NSF) Information Technology Experiences
for Students and Teachers (ITEST) grant, collalmmgatith Steve Cooper of St. Joseph's University in
Philadelphia.

In February, Dr. Dawn Wilkins was named PresiddetEof the MidSouth Computational Biology and
Bioinformatics Society (McBIOS) board. She wilkalserve as chair of the 2009 McBIOS conference
which will likely be hosted in Oxford.

Wilkins will also speak in the Department of ComgruBcience colloquium at the University of Mempédugs
a part of our speaker exchange with that department

In December, Dr. Conrad Cunningham was named Pro@aair for the 2007 Conference on the Principles
and Practice of Programming in Java (PPPJ) to lakilnéisbon, Portugal, in September.

Cunningham is also serving as the Chair of the Guiosn of Computer Sciences in Colleges (CCSC) Mid-
South Conference Regional Board for 2007-8.

Dr. Yixin Chen is currently serving as a Programm@attee member for three conferences:
* 9th International Conference on Visual Informat®ystems (VISUAL 2007)
» 8th ACIS International Conference on Software Eagiing, Artificial Intelligence, Networking
and Parallel/Distributed Computing (SNPD 2007).
* Recherche d'Information Assiste par Ordinateur @2007).



Dr. Philip Rhodes is currently serving as a Prog@ommittee member for two conferences:
* 2007 Symposium on Information Visualization in Biedical Informatics (IVBI),
e 2007 International Conference on Computational i@agICCS).

Rhodes also served as a reviewer for an NSF prograpring 2007.

On March 9, Charles Jenkins attended the regidghl $thool science fair in Greenville, Mississifpi,
select and present the Ole Miss Engineering awahik is a part of the School’s efforts to recsiitdents
to enroll in engineering or computer science at \dies.

PhD student Yuanyuan Ding was awarded a GradudteobDbissertation Fellowship to enable her to focus
on completing her dissertation during Spring 20Dg is on a schedule to complete her dissertation
Summer 2007 under the direction of Dr. Dawn Wilkins

Yuanyuan Ding also recently accepted an appoint@&ain Assistant Professor at Maryville College in
Tennessee to begin in January 2008.

PhD student Susan Lukose successfully defendedisszrtation prospectus in December 2006 under the
direction of Dr. Pamela Lawhead.

In February 2007, Marcus Golden successfully cotadléhe comprehensive examinations for the PhD
degree.

PhD student Baogiang Yan will be working on anringhip at Oak Ridge National Laboratories (ORNL)
during Summer 2007. Yan's PhD work is superviseBh Philip Rhodes. His summer work will be under
the supervision of Dr. Sudharshan Vazhkudai, wieeived his PhD from the Department in 2003.

For the January-August 2007 period, PhD student\diang is an intern at Rockwell Collins in lowaheT
company's business is in aviation electronics andas products. Weng is working to complete hes M
thesis during this period.

The Department nominated Senior Scott Blackburraf2007 Taylor Medal.

The Department selected the following studentsifer2007 Student Achievement Awards: Conner
Campassi (Freshman), Achini Herath (SophomorentBReth (Junior), and Scott Blackburn (Senior). The
Department also selected Brent Roth to receivé&kibbard E. Grove Award for service.

The ACM student chapter fielded a programming téagompete in the student programming contest held
at the Consortium of Computing Sciences in Collgg#3SC) Mid-South conference in Monroe, Louisiana,
on 30 March. The team is coached by Dr. Stephea &id includes undergraduates Courtney Humphries,
Jason Boyd, and David Thigpen.

Seniors Andy Anderson and Courtney Humphries havetpne internships during this academic year with
the Oxford-based Information Technology divisionGibbal Technical Systems, a Virginia-based company
GTS-Oxford emphasizes the application of commesaffathe-shelf (COTS) hardware and open source
software for defense-related systems applicati®tD student Derek Park and MS student Ben Pharr ar
full-time staff members of GTS.

The Department continues to be innovative in itgrse offerings by teaching four new course topics i
Spring 2007. Jie Tang is teaching an undergradipaeial topics course on internet programming. Yixi
Chen and Rainey Little are teaching 500-level sp¢opics courses on image processing and data



compression, respectively. Dawn Wilkins is teachar®00-level special topics course on parallel
programming. (Some of the content of these couraee been taught by other instructors in different
formats in the past.) In addition, Philip Rhoded &tephen Rice are teaching courses for onlydbersl
time—Rhodes has a 500-level course in three-dimeasigraphics and Rice has a 600-level course on
computer audio.

Speakers in the Computer Science Seminar Seri&pfimg 2007 include Jason Hale (MCSR), Yuanyuan
Ding, Dr. Hiu Chen (University of Memphis and Autoe), Paul Ruth (Purdue), Dr. Khuzaima Daudjee
(Waterloo), and Charles Jenkins. At this writimgg have Dr. Huimin Chen (EE, New Orleans), Dr.
Hanxiang Peng (Mathematics), and Bill Ward (US ArEngineer Research and Development Center,
Major Shared Resource Center) scheduled to prasémril.

In Fall 2007, the Department purchased the SychyesBoftware package for the Adler labs. Thisnalo
the instructor to observe and control the studeotsiputers during laboratory sessions.

In November 2006, the Department purchased twobDelvservers. One is a dual-processor server that
was installed as the primary file server for thentddiws-based computers on the Department netwdnk. T
older server in that role (Jupiter) became the bpderver. The second new server is a dual-process
dual-core machine installed as the student LinuxesgTuring). The previous student server (puselta
last summer) will be reconfigured to replace théxthased faculty server (John). The old facultyveg a
Sun Enterprise 250 server purchased in 1999, kalyl be decommissioned at that time.

Dr. Philip Rhodes’ NSF research project has pumtié#wo new systems in the past months to suppert th
group’s scientific data networking research. Onanigntel-based, dual-processor, dual-core Apple P&
and the other is a dual-processor, dual-core Déliddivs server. Both systems have high-end graphics
cards and displays. The Apple supports the wolRtaides’ graduate students in the Department. After
configuration, the Dell server was deployed atlinéversity of New Hampshire, where it is the remetel
of the group’s experiments involving large-scaleinet data access.



